MINUTES
Eveleth City Council Meeting
5:30 p.m., August 4, 2025
Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN

A. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Roen called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
B. ROLL CALL

Councilor Jim Perpich, Present
Councilor John Rauzi, Present
Councilor Brian Lillis, Present
Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present
Mayor Adam Roen, Present

Also present: City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie
Friebe; Public Works Director Jerry Rosati; Deputy Police Chief Brian Ness; City Attorney
Joel Lewicki; Jacob Crispo, Bolton & Menk Engineering

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1. Minutes of Hearing to Determine the Fitness for Occupancy of the Dwelling Located
at 717 Summit Street

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to approve Minutes of Hearing
to Determine the Fitness for Occupancy of the Dwelling Located at 717 Summit Street.
Ayes — Rauzi, Koivunen, Perpich, Roen; Abstained — Lillis (due to conflict of interest).
Motion carried.

L

Minutes of City Council Workshop Meeting July 15, 2025
3. Minutes of City Council Meeting July 21, 2025

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Lillis to approve Minutes of City
Council Workshop Meeting held July 15, 2025 and Minutes of City Council Meeting held
July 21, 2025. Ayes — All.

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve the agenda with the
following additions:

1.8. Discuss Pickleball Courts
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1.9. Kraus Anderson Design Services
Ayes — All.
E. PUBLIC COMMENT
None.
F. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS
None.
G. CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approval of Claims — July 2025 in the amount of $898,607.31
Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve the Consent
Agenda. Ayes — Rauzi, Koivunen, Perpich, Roen,; Abstained — Lillis (due to conflict of
interest). Ayes — All.
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS
None.
I. NEW BUSINESS
1. Request to send police officer to out-of-town training
Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Perpich to authorize out-of-town
training for Police Officer Richard High for the Taser Certification Course in Maple
Lake, Minnesota from August 26-27, 2025. Ayes — All.
2. Retirement notice from Chuck Larson, EMT
Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to accept the retirement
notice from Chuck Larson from the Eveleth Ambulance Service and to send a letter of
thanks for his many years of service. Ayes — Koivunen, Perpich, Lillis, Roen; Abstain —
Rauzi (due to conflict of interest). Motion carried.

3. Resolution Approving Cemetery Columbarium Rates

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to adopt Resolution No.
2025-22, “Resolution Approving Cemetery Columbarium Rates.” Ayes — All.
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. Independent Contract between City of Eveleth and Brian Lillis for Code
Enforcement

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve Independent
Contract between City of Eveleth and Brian Lillis for Code Enforcement. Ayes — Rauzi,
Koivunen, Perpich, Roen; Abstain — Lillis (due to conflict of interest). Motion carried.

. Consider authorizing Bolton & Menk to proceed with a quote packet for storm
sewer replacement by City garage

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Rauzi to authorize Bolton & Menk to
proceed with a quote packet for storm sewer replacement by City Garage. Ayes — All.

In June of 2024, the City experienced heavy flash flooding which caused damage to the
Fayal Pond lift station, streets, parks and sewer systems. The City has received some
FEMA funding which will be used towards the storm sewer replacement at an estimated
cost of $28,140.

. Resolution Accepting Donation for Fire Prevention Education

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to adopt Resolution No. 2025-
23, “Resolution Accepting Donation for Fire Prevention Education.” Ayes — All.

Great Northern Subway Inc. donated $105.00 to the Eveleth Fire Department for fire
prevention materials.

. Fall 2025 refuse collection and yard waste pickup schedule

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve schedule for
Fall 2025 refuse collection and yard waste pickup. Ayes — All.

The City will accept items for disposal at the City Garage from September 22 to October
3, 2025 from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (Monday through Friday). Yard waste pickup will
begin in the City alleys starting October 13, 2025.

. Discuss Pickleball Courts

Councilor Koivunen reported high use at the pickleball courts. Koivunen would like to
see a rush on getting benches and garbage cans set up at the courts.

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve the purchase of 4
to 6 benches, as soon as possible, to be installed at the pickleball and tennis courts. Ayes
—All

. Kraus Anderson Design Services
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Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Lillis to approve the proposal from
Kraus Anderson for pre-design services for renovation at the existing Eveleth/Gilbert
High School site. Ayes — All.

Mayor Roen explained that the design services from Kraus Anderson will be for the
exterior of the property. The City will continue with the current Consultant (Bob
Streetar) for the inside of the multipurpose building. The outside will be designed by
Kraus Anderson.

Mayor Roen and Councilor Perpich will continue to meet with Kraus Anderson and
report back to the full Council. Councilor Lillis indicated that time is of the essence, and
he would like to see the Council to continue moving forward.

J. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS
Councilor Koivunen will be attending a Golf Course Commission Meeting on Wednesday.

Councilor Perpich reported that the Airport Authority will be discussing an airport manager
and some information provided by the Grand Rapids Airport on their management. Perpich
said the Parks Commission will be meeting tomorrow at City Hall.

Councilor Lillis reported that the committee for replacement of the City Administrator will
be holding interviews for six candidates tomorrow. Lillis said the committee looks forward
to bringing a recommendation to the full Council as quickly as possible.

Councilor Rauzi met with the Friends of the Library. Rauzi said they are an active group
seeking grants and fundraisers geared toward making a better community and library. Rauzi
said he would like to see other groups branch out in the City such as Friends of the
Pickleball Courts or Friends of the Bocce Ball Courts.

Mayor Roen has been researching companies that manufacture outdoor ice rinks. Roen has
found a company that he feels puts out a quality product at an acceptable price. He will
continue to research and report back to the Council.

K. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS

Police Chief — Deputy Police Chief Ness said that tomorrow night is National Night Out.
There are several groups participating throughout the evening. The Eveleth Library will have
events planned from 5-7 p.m.

Public Works Director — Director Rosati reported that the Ely Lake/Airport Waterline project
should be complete in the next few weeks. Rosati said the Public Works Department is still
cleaning up from storms. He acknowledged there are some areas with downed trees and
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branches that need to be removed, but the ground is too soggy to get a truck on site right
now.

L. ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 6:14 p.m.
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