AGENDA
Eveleth City Council Workshop Meeting

2:00 p.m., August 19, 2025
Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN

. Donation options on benches

. Cleveland-Cliffs Foundation grant ask

. Future position — economic development
. Minnesota Discovery Center options

. Update on grocery store

. Big Stick report by Widseth
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MEMO
Date:  August 14, 2025
To: City of Eveleth
Jerry Rosati, Director of Public Works
Jackie Monahan-Junek, City Administrator
From: Amanda Isaacs
Subject:  Eveleth "Big Stick"

Widseth was asked to review the existing condition of the “World’s Largest Freestanding Hockey
Stick,” located in downtown Eveleth, MN. An ARI report from 2023 highlighted conditions of the
stick at that time and is attached.
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Google Maps, Image Dated August 2023, Retrieved July 28, 2025

A news article from the time of the stick’s installation state that it was made from “treated lumber
with adhesives similar to exterior plywood construction.”

Also recorded in the newspaper article are some dimensions of the stick:
o Itis 110 feet long and weighs 10,000 Ibs. The shaft is 15 inches thick by 22 inches wide

and 90 feet long.
* The blade is 4 inches thick by 66 inches wide by 17 feet long.

ARCHITECTS = ENGINEERS » SCIENTISTS » SURVEYORS
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Using information from the 2023 report, Widseth reached out to the following resources:

1. Timber Technologies (June 30, 2025)

Dale Schiferl
Colefax, WI
(866) 727-5625

Recommended that if a new stick is built, to use pressure treated Southern Yellow
Pine. This will resist decay but wood will still have checking and grains will raise.
Wood stick will always be maintenance heavy, recommend re-staining/painting every
couple of years.

Glulam is not really appropriate for exposure to the elements and when used
outdoors is typically seen in a covered application such as a covered walkway, or
under a building eave.

UV exposure is one of the biggest factors in deterioration to the wood.

Budget recommendation for replacement is still around $125,000.
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2. Bell Lumber and Pole Structural Solutions (June 30 & July 16, 2025)

[ ]

Notes:

New Brighton, MN
Phone: (877) 633-4334
Dustin Imholte: dustin.imholte@bellstructural.com

Not interested in providing repairs

Gave budget quote with options for stick replacement — no installation
Southern Yellow Pine — $33,225.94

Pressure Treated Southern Yellow Pine — $44,965.36

Untreated Alaskan Yellow Cedar — $44,828.81

Coat of Sherwin-Williams Super Deck Stain — Add $1,051.84

3. Max Gray Construction (July 17, 2025)

L ]
[ ]

Notes:

Hibbing, MN
Phone: (218) 969-5683
Greg Gargano

Estimated cost to install a new stick $15,000
This assumes that the city will order the stick, and MGC installs. If MGC orders the
stick their markups would add cost.

4. REW Supply (July 28, 2025)
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[ ]
Notes:

Rob Witzel

Cell: 612-840-4141

Email: rewsupplv@msn.com
Glulam supplier

An exterior exposed wood glulam like this will need maintenance. As soon as the
coating starts to fail, the wood will start to fail.

Interior beams also have checking

Can use putty to seal checks, but when the putty dries out, it needs replacement, this
should be done as part of a regular maintenance schedule.

Referral:

Enterprise Engineering Consultants, Ltd.

5. Enterprise Engineering Consultants, Ltd.

Notes:

Dan Seymour, PE
Pestigo, Wi

Phone: (715) 582-4501
Email: info@eeclid.com

EEC engineered the stick that is there now

Brander Construction from Green Bay ordered the stick

Sentinel Structures from Pestigo, WI built the stick

The stick was specified to be built with CCA .4 treated Southern Pine
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¢ Can verify the composition of the wood by sending a sample to Forest Products Lab

in Madison, WI

Overall, the stick looks to be in good shape, no sign of failure, not sagging

Wood checks can’t be avoided, especially if the stick isn’t being maintained

The stick is so wide that it holds snow

Recommends adding a light gauge metal cap to the top of the stick, can use nailers

to leave an air space over the top so that moisture can evaporate. Paint to match,

will not change the way it looks significantly.

e Concerned about sealing in moisture that can't escape, which would cause faster
deterioration, and may be harder to monitor condition of wood

+ When filling cracks, should use a flexible filler that will move with the wood’s natural
swelling and shrinking throughout the year. Something that dries hard will crumble
with the movement.

¢ Unable to estimate an expected lifespan

¢ Highly recommended a regular maintenance schedule

® O o o

6. Hussman Finishing (July 28, 2025 & July 26, 2025)
e Bovey/ Coleraine, MN
e Ben Hussman
e (218)910-8777
e Repaired and refinished the interior doors at the Eveleth Auditorium project

Notes 7/28/25:
¢ Did not recommend refinishing
e Best to start fresh with a new stick
e Recommended replacing with a material other than wood
* Wood is not meant to be exposed to the elements. You will need to keep up with
maintenance and look at replacement every 20 years.
e Painted metal would hold up much better and could be repainted as needed
» If the decision is to repair, they are willing to give a quote.

Notes 7/30/25:
e After thinking about this project, did some research into potential products to use
e Still recommends a metal stick longevity so that replacement doesn’t need to happen
every 20 years.
e Metal should be aluminum so that it wouldn’t be too heavy.

Repair possible
¢ A repair project is probably feasible
e Can patch or replace pieces fill with fiberglass or bondo
e Durable Rubberized coating product
o Applies like paint
Easy to recoat or touch-up
Can bridge small gaps and cracks
Can mimic decals
Any color
10-year guarantee
e Rough budget: $28,000
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e Willing to formalize with a quote
¢ Cannot do this year, already booked into May 2026

A couple of questions come to mind when approaching the discussion of replacing the stick.
1. Is there a requirement that it be made of wood?
o Exposed wood, even with special treatment to account for UV and weather exposure
is maintenance intensive and should be re-finished routinely.

Does it need to be an exact replica of a hockey stick, or can it be a little bit more abstract?
Could we explore making it out of another material that is more moisture and UV resistant?
o Steel (Corten? No finishing required — and a nod to the iron mining of the region)

o Fiberglass — hockey sticks are no longer made from wood, maybe this would be a
reasonable option?
Hollow steel or aluminum — painted or powder coated
Corporate sponsorship? Would one of the current hockey stick manufacturers be interested
in building a new stick like how Christian brothers built the original stick?
e CCM
e Bauer

SRN

ot~

Summary:
The consensus is that wood is not appropriate for the exterior exposure and exploring a material
that will hold up better to the elements is recommended.

In the meantime, a few things could be done to make repairs and improve the conditions until a
replacement is needed.

o [nstall a metal cap as recommended by Dan @ Enterprise Engineering Consultants
¢ The metal cap should be installed on furring strips to maintain an air space to avoid
holding moisture.
» Patch the checking and discoloration for refinishing with rubberized coating as
recommended by Hussman Finishing.

There should be a routine maintenance schedule in place to extend the life of the monument.
Repainting would be recommended every other year which will allow repairs to be made throughout
the life of the monument.

if a metal monument is erected in the future, a repainting schedule would still be required, but the
extent of maintenance would be reduced.

If a wood monument is erected in the future, expecting a replacement within 20-25 years is not

unreasonable. A strict maintenance schedule should be established and adhered to. Designing the
stick with a durable coating prior to installation is recommended.

Attachments: City of Eveleth: Big Stick Attraction (2023)



City of Eveleth: Big Stick Attraction
DATE: February 24, 2023

TO: City of Eveleth
Jackie Monahan-Junek, City Administrator
Jerry Rosati, Public Works Director

FROM: Mark Wirtanen, AIA

Re: Big Stick Report

ARI was tasked with reviewing the existing condition of the “Big Stick,” located in downtown Eveleth,
MN. ARI visited the site on January 20, 2023. Photographs from this site visit are attached to this
memo.

Background:

The existing “Big Stick” is the second stick erected on this site. The current stick was construct-
ed by “Sentinel Structures, Inc.” of Peshtigo, WI. The stick was purchased in 2001 for $40,000 and
cost $26,000 to ship and install. ARl was not involved in the design or purchase of the current stick
and thus does not have copies of the shop drawings or specifications of the construction of the stick.
The stick appears to be constructed of non-treated lumber, with its original coating still intact.

Figure 1

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES INC

704 East Howard Street | Hibbing, MN 55746 126 East Superior Street | Duluth, MN 55802
Tel: 218.263.6868 | Fax: 218.722.6803 Tel: 218.727.8481 | Fax: 218.727.8483
www.arimn.com
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Condition Assessment:

The stick has several “Wood Checks” or cracks that have opened and are visible on the stick’s
surface (see Figure 2 and Figure 3). The locations of the checking appear to be in non-alarming ar-
eas that could likely be repaired. In addition, the shaft of the stick does not show signs of significant
deflection (see Figure 4 and Figure 5). However, the checking should be addressed in the near future,
as water entering the cracks will only cause additional deterioration.

Figure 2 Figure 3

Figure 4 Figure 5

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES INC

704 East Howard Street | Hibbing, MN 55746 126 East Superior Street | Duluth, MN 55802
Tel: 218.263.6868 | Fax: 218.722.6803 Tel: 218.727.8481 | Fax: 218.727.8483
www.arimn.com
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ARl relayed our findings to Jerry Rosati, City of Eveleth Public Works Director. Jerry requested that
ARI develop a budget for repairs and/or the replacement of the stick. To that end, ARI reached out to
a number of suppliers and contractors. Our findings are as follows:

1. Timber Technologies (January 30, 2023)
» Colefax, WI
+ Referral from Jon Aamodt of Northland Consulting Engineering
+ Office Phone: (866) 727-5625
* Dale’s Cell: (715) 505-4242

Notes:

+  Reviewed photos

+ Did not make a site visit (may in the future)

+ Joint repair would not be structural, it would just keep water out of joints/checks

+ They use PVA Adhesive (polyurethane) “Flexicon” (6 to 1 mix)

+ Could use almost anything to seal the checks to keep water out

+ They follow glue laminated standards and technical information from the American
Institute of Timber Construction (AITC).

« Timber Technologies cannot construct a new stick, they could be involved in repairs, but
they were not interested at this time.

» Their recommendation was that any new stick replacement be constructed of treated
wood; their proposed budget for stick replacement was $125,000

2. Alamco Wood Products
» Albert L ea, MN
+ Phone: (877) 679-9663
* Referral from Timber Technologies
+ Spoke with Nick Johnson : nick.johnson@alamcowood.com

Notes:
+ Shared photos of the stick via email
+ Assumed Sentinel Structures used Southern Yellow Pine for the existing stick,
suggested Alaskan Yellow Cedar or treated pine for a new replacement stick
« Alamco uses a two-part epoxy material that they call “Wayfill” (non-structural material)
+ Nick referred this project to Dustin Imholte at Bell Structural Solutions, a subsidiary of
Alamco, for information about repairs.

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES INC

704 East Howard Street | Hibbing, MN 55746 126 East Superior Street | Duluth, MN 55802
Tel: 218.263.6868 | Fax: 218.722.6803 Tel: 218.727.8481 | Fax: 218.727.8483
www.arimn.com
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3. Bell Lumber and Pole Structural Solutions
* New Brighton, MN
* Phone: (877) 633-4334
+ Spoke with Dustin Imholte : dustin.imholte@bellstructural.com

Notes:
Dustin reviewed the photos and submitted the following budget information:
+ Untreated Southern Yellow Pine (life expectancy of 20-25 years) = $30,000
+  Pressure-treated pine (life expectancy of 50-60 years) = $35,000
+  Untreated Alaskan Yellow Cedar = $45.000
» Better material than untreated pine but not as durable as pressure-treated pine
* No chemicals involved therefore much more environmentally friendly

*All prices are subject to market changes to lumber; approximately $3,500 shipping and
additional taxes are applicable. In addition, crane rental is required to install the new stick
along with any special graphics applied to the stick.

ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES INC
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