MINUTES
Eveleth City Council Meeting
2:00 p.m., February 18, 2025
Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN
A. CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Roen called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.
B. ROLL CALL
Councilor Jim Perpich, Present
Councilor John Rauzi, Present
Councilor Brian Lillis, Present
Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present
Mayor Adam Roen, Present
Also present: City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie
Friebe; Public Works Director Jerry Rosati; Police Chief Jesse Linde; City Attorney Joel
Lewicki; Alan Johnson, Bolton & Menk Engineering
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. Minutes of City Council Workshop February 3, 2025

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Perpich to approve the Minutes of
City Council Workshop held February 3, 2025. Ayes — All.

2. Minutes of City Council Meeting February 4, 2025

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve the Minutes of
City Council Meeting held February 4, 2025. Ayes — All.

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve the agenda. Ayes — All.
E. PUBLIC COMMENT

None.
F. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS

1. Visitor - Pastor Nathan Shaulis, Woodlands Bible Church
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Pastor Nathan Shaulis, Woodlands Bible Church, reported on the Food Drive. Shaulis
said that there has been a recent decline and they would love to reach more families. He
said they need more nominations for families in need and more donations. They have
discussed moving the food drive to Thanksgiving rather than at Christmas time. The
group would like more consistent advertising and potentially inserting one or two flyers
in the City’s utility bill to inform the public of the event. Shaulis recounted the Fire
Department picking up food donations in the extreme cold. He said it sends a message to
the community that a little cold is not going to stop them from serving.

G. CONSENT AGENDA
1. Approval of Payroll — January 16-31, 2025 in the amount of $195,893.53

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve payroll for
January 16-31, 2025 in the amount of $195,893.53. Ayes — All.

2. Request from Police Chief to attend 2025 MN Chiefs of Police Executive Training

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Perpich to approve request from Police
Chief to attend 2025 MN Chiefs of Police Executive Training. Ayes — All.

3. Request for four firefighters to attend Moorehead Fire & Rescue School, March 29-
March 30, 2025, Moorehead

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Lillis to approve request for four
firefighters to attend Moorehead Fire & Rescue School, March 29-March 30, 2025,
Moorehead. Ayes — All.

4. Request for three fire department officers to attend Duluth Fire Officer & Training
Officer School, March 14-16, 2025, Duluth

Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Lillis to approve request for three
fire department officers to attend Duluth Fire Officer & Training Officer School, March
14-16, 2025, Duluth. Ayes — All.
H. PUBLIC HEARINGS
None.
I. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None.

J.  NEW BUSINESS
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1. Proposal from Northeast Technical Services for Bus Garage Limited Phase 2

Rick Crum, Northeast Technical Services (NTS), gave an update on the Bus Garage.
NTS previously did a Phase 1 study which showed some recognized environmental
conditions. Phase 2 would further study the site to determine if the conditions are
hazardous. If Phase 2 does not find anything, NTS would recommend no further action.
If the Phase 2 study does find conditions, such as petroleum, NTS would recommend the
burden be placed back on the seller (Rock Ridge School District) to take care of the
property before selling.

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to approve proposal from
Northeast Technical Services for Bus Garage Limited Phase 2 investigation. Ayes — All.

2. Resolution Amending Resolution No. 2024-44 a Resolution Awarding the Sale of a
General Obligation Capital Note, Series 2025, in the Original Aggregate Principal
Amount of $245,750; Fixing its Form and Specifications; Directing its Execution and
Delivery; and Providing for its Payment

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Rauzi to adopt Resolution No. 2025-06,
“Resolution Amending Resolution No. 2024-44 a Resolution Awarding the Sale of a
General Obligation Capital Note, Series 2025, in the Original Aggregate Principal
Amount of $245,750; Fixing its Form and Specifications; Directing its Execution and
Delivery; and Providing for its Payment.” Ayes — All.

3. Master Agreement between the City of Eveleth and Widseth for architectural
services

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve Master
Agreement between the City of Eveleth and Widseth for architectural services. Ayes —
All.

Architectural Resources, Inc. has combined with Widseth. Widseth has requested an
updated Master Agreement which would replace the Master Agreement the City had with
Architectural Resources, Inc.

4. Service Order 01 with Widseth for Eveleth Multipurpose Building Boiler System

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to approve Service Order 01
with Widseth for Eveleth Multipurpose Building Boiler System. Ayes — All.

5. Updated Fire Department Officer Positions
The City Council Public Safety Committee (Councilors Lills & Koivunen) have reviewed

the position descriptions and recommend the changes.
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Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Lillis to approve the Updated Fire
Department Officer Positions. Ayes — All.

Updated Fire Department Administrative Guidelines

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Koivunen to approve the updated
Fire Department Administrative Guidelines. Ayes — All.

Letter from Eveleth Heritage Society requesting to display the Franklin Elementary
WPA mural at the fine arts/multi-purpose building

Mayor Roen indicated he had a conversation with Craig “Figgy” Ritacco of the Eveleth
Heritage Society. The Eveleth Heritage Society worked to save the WPA Mural which
was originally located in the Franklin Elementary School. Phase I included acquiring and
removing the mural from its original location. Phase 2 includes repair and preservation.
The mural would be repaired after finding a new location. The Eveleth Heritage Society
recommended the gym area of the multipurpose building. Concerns were raised in
placing the mural in the gym as the Community Education may, at some point, utilize this
space and damage could occur. Public Works Director Jerry Rosati suggested the mural
be placed indoors, but outside of the former band room. Either one of the two brick walls
would be suitable. The City is currently leasing the school building as closing has not yet
taken place.

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Lillis to authorize the Eveleth Heritage
Society to display the Franklin Elementary WPA mural at the fine arts/multipurpose
building after the permanent heating has been installed. Ayes — All.

Mayor Roen will have a follow up conversation with Figgy regarding the placement of
the mural. He thanked the Eveleth Heritage Society for their efforts in saving the mural.

Letter from United Way of Northeastern Minnesota requesting to bring a Born
Learning Trail to Eveleth

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Rauzi to authorize request from
United Way of Northeastern Minnesota to bring a Born Learning Trail to Eveleth. Ayes
—All.

The Council discussed potential areas for the trail to include the Northside Park, property
by the former school building site, and behind the IGA by the baseball fields.

Public Works Director Rosati will work with United Way to locate the trail.
. Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo for Knights of Columbus Council 2583 at
Resurrection Church Hall, April 6, September 21, November 23, 2025
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Motion by Councilor Koivunen, second by Councilor Perpich to approve Application to
Conduct Excluded Bingo for Knights of Columbus Council 2583 at Resurrection Church
Hall, April 6, September 21, November 23, 2025. Ayes — All.

K. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Councilor Rauzi reported on the recent EDA Meeting. Rauzi said the EDA has paid off the
first phase of the downtown pocket part and is looking at beginning Phase 2. The EDA also
had some discussion on Leonidas Overlook. The EDA looks forward to dressing up the area,
but concerns of vandalism may regulate the types of renovations suitable for the site.

Councilors Koivunen and Perpich reported on the recent airport meeting. Perpich said the
Airport Authority is looking for some part-time maintenance help.

Mayor Roen and City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek visited the IRRRB. Roen said it
IS eye opening to see the money available. He suggested the City look at some of the
smaller grant monies available. If the City were to combine the grants with location
donations, some simple, but nice things could be done in the community.

L. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS

Police Chief — Chief Linde reported on cameras installed throughout the City at different
locations. The City first received a grant in 2016 to install cameras in town. Currently the
system has 37 cameras. Linde assured the public that these cameras do not look into
anyone’s homes. He reported the cameras installed downtown being instrumental in solving
crimes. There are also cameras installed throughout City buildings to include, City Hall,
Police Department, Library, near the Fire Station and at the recycling center. The Police
Department and City staff are able to view the cameras. The audio portion of the cameras
has been disabled and can only be heard by the Police Chief and Deputy Police Chief.

Mayor Roen encouraged the public to reach out to Police Chief Linde with any concerns.
City Engineer — Alan Johnson has been in contact with Alex Peritz and will have further
discussions regarding the Council’s concerns about traffic control at Hat Trick during the

Highway 53 renovations this summer. Ulland Brothers was the low bidder on the project.

Mayor Roen reminded the public of the Town Hall Meeting set for Wednesday, February 26,
2025 at 5:30 p.m. at the City Auditorium.

The next regular Council Meeting will be held on Monday, March 3, 2025 at 5:30 p.m. in the
Eveleth City Council Chambers.

M. ADJOURN

The Meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m.
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