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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Special Meeting 

5:30 p.m., February 24, 2025 

City Auditorium, 421 Jackson Street, Eveleth, MN 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 

 Mayor Roen called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 

 

B. ROLL CALL  

 

Councilor Jim Perpich, Present  

Councilor John Rauzi, Present 

Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 

Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Present   

Mayor Adam Roen, Present 

 

Also present:  Deputy City Clerk Stephanie Friebe; Public Works Director Jerry Rosati; Alan 

Johnson, Bolton & Menk Engineering; Tom Dye, MSA Professional Services, Inc. 

 

C. PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 

1. Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan   

 

Mayor Roen called the Public Hearing regarding the Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan 

to order at 5:34 p.m.  Tom Dye, MSA Professional Services, Inc., gave an overview of 

the Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan.  Dye discussed the purpose is to come into 

compliance with the MPCA mercury and phosphorus standards.  The scope of the 

Facility Plan was discussed as well as cost and possible funding sources.  Dye presented a 

schedule for securing funds, construction at the Wastewater Treatment Facility, and 

implementing the project. 

 

Audience member, Kerry Roen, questioned whether the WWTP clarifier would filter 

both storm water and wastewater.  Dye said the intent is to filter wastewater, but other 

water does come through the plant. Roen asked where the mercury is coming from.  Dye 

explained that the mercury is derived from old dental filling materials, from the air, acid 

cleaners, etc. 

 

Councilor Koivunen asked what happens if the City comes into compliance and down the 

road the MPCA changes the requirements again.  Dye said the MPCA could potentially 

change requirements.  Councilor Koivunen said he has a problem with that. 

 

Councilor Perpich concurred with Councilor Koivunen stating, “No matter what we do it 

isn’t going to be enough.” 



 
Eveleth City Council Special Meeting 

February 24, 2025 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

Councilor Koivunen asked what would happen if the City applies for grant monies, but 

does not receive funding.  Dye said that the City would submit the requests and see where 

the project ranks.  The City would know what type of resources are available before 

starting the renovations at the Wastewater Plant.  Certain aspects of the plan could be 

removed or modified if the funding is unavailable. 

 

Mayor Roen asked about the penalties that would be imposed if the City does not comply 

with the MPCA requirements.  Dye explained that the fines would start in the thousands 

of dollars, but criminal charges could also be filed against those signing reports. 

 

Mayor Roen asked if the City would be committed to the plan by taking action to move 

forward at tonight’s meeting.  Dye said the Council would be approving the proposed 

Facility Plan in order to seek funding and submitting the Plan does not commit the City to 

doing anything.  The Plan could be changed once the amount of the grant funding is 

determined.  Dye said the City should know where the project ranks on the Project 

Priority List by either June or July.     

 

Audience member Laurel Roen asked if there is money built into the plan for inflation.  

Dye clarified that a 25% contingency has been formulated into the plan. 

 

City Engineer Alan Johnson explained that the Council will not be committed to doing 

anything with the proposed Facility Plan, but this will allow the City to get on the priority 

list for grant monies. 

 

Mayor Roen closed the Public Hearing at 6:29 p.m. and reconvened the Special City 

Council Meeting. 

 

D. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Resolution Accepting Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan 

 

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Lillis to adopt Resolution No. 2025-07, 

“Resolution Accepting Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan.”  Ayes – All. 

 

E. ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.   


