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MINUTES 

Eveleth City Council Meeting 

5:00 p.m., October 3, 2023 

Council Chambers, City Hall, Eveleth, MN 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Mayor Vlaisavljevich called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 

B. ROLL CALL  

 

Councilor Jim Perpich, Present 

Councilor John Rauzi, Present 

Councilor Brian Lillis, Present 

Councilor Joseph Koivunen, Absent 

Mayor Robert Vlaisavljevich, Present 

 

Also present: City Clerk Administrator Jackie Monahan-Junek; Deputy City Clerk Stephanie 

Friebe; Assistant Public Works Director Mark Karpen; Police Chief Jesse Linde; City 

Attorney Joel Lewicki; Alan Johnson, Benchmark Engineering 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to approve the following minutes: 

 

1. Minutes of City Council Workshop Meeting held September 5, 2023;  

2. Minutes of City Council Meeting held September 5, 2023;  

3. Minutes of City Council Workshop Meeting held September 7, 2023;  

4. Minutes of City Council Special Meeting held September 11, 2023;  

5. Minutes of City Council Workshop Meeting held September 11, 2023; and  

6. Minutes of City Council Workshop Meeting held September 19, 2023. 

 

Ayes – All. 

 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Lillis to approve the agenda with the 

following additions: 

 

I.7. Discuss 1404 Progress Parkway Building 

I.8. Discuss former Junior High School property 

 

Ayes – All. 
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E. APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 

 

 None.  

 

F. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

1. Approval of Payroll – August 16-31, 2023 in the amount of $163,677.74 

2. Approval of Payroll – September 1-15, 2023 in the amount of $128,801.63 

3. Approval of Claims – September 2023 in the amount of $531,088.73 

 

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve Consent Agenda 

Items F.1-F.3.  Ayes – All. 

 

4. Request for K9 officer out-of-town training 

 

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Lillis to approve Consent Agenda Item 

F.4.  Ayes – All. 

 

Police Chief Linde said the K9 officer and dog are required to obtain a certain number of 

training hours each year.  This is a budgeted item.  The training will take place in St. 

Paul, Minnesota. 

 

G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

 None. 

 

H. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

I. NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Eveleth School Campus Special Area Plan Advisory Committee 

 

City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek reminded the Council that the Eveleth School 

Campus Special Area Plan is a four-phase process.  Streetar Consulting is beginning 

Phase 2 in which the advisory group will begin to provide feedback. 

 

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to establish an Eveleth School 

Campus Special Area Plan Advisory Committee to consist of a total of six (6) members, 

with one (1) of the members representing the Rock Ridge School District.  Ayes – All. 

 

Up to four meetings are planned.  City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek and Public 

Works Director Rosati will attend the meetings.  Eveleth City staff will not be included in 

the total number of advisory members. 
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2. Minnesota Historical Society Fiscal Agent Agreement (for US Hockey Hall of Fame 

Museum funding) 

 

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve the Minnesota 

Historical Society Fiscal Agent Agreement (for US Hockey Hall of Fame Museum 

funding).  Ayes – All. 

 

3. Independent Contract between City of Eveleth and Therese Elverum for Safety 

Coordinator administrative functions 

 

Motion by Councilor Lillis, second by Councilor Perpich to approve the Independent 

Contract between the City of Eveleth and Therese Elverum for Safety Coordinator 

Administrative Functions.  Ayes – Perpich, Lillis, Vlaisavljevich; Abstained – Rauzi (due 

to conflict of interest).  Motion carried. 

 

4. Independent Contract Between City of Eveleth and Frank Kvaternik 
 

Frank Kvaternik was the liaison with the Rock Ridge School District on behalf of the 

City of Eveleth for negotiations regarding ice time at the Hippodrome.  Mayor 

Vlaisavljevich would like to work with Kvaternik and City Clerk Administrator 

Monahan-Junek to develop a plan relating to the school and Progress Parkway.   

 

Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Rauzi to approve Independent 

Contract Between the City of Eveleth and Frank Kvaternik.  Ayes – All. 
 

5. Resolution Accepting Donation for Library from Friends of the Eveleth Public 

Library 

 

“Motion by Councilor Perpich, second by Councilor Lillis to adopt Resolution No. 2023-

25, “Resolution Accepting Donation for Library from Friends of the Eveleth Public 

Library” and to send the Friends of the Eveleth Public Library a letter of thanks.  Ayes – 

All. 

 

Councilor Perpich commented on the amazing gift of the Foster Care and Adoption 

Collection which has been donated to the Eveleth Public Library. 

 

6. Resolution Accepting Donation for the Fire Department from the Eveleth Masonic 

Lodge # 239 

 

Motion by Councilor Rauzi, second by Councilor Perpich to adopt Resolution No. 2023-

26, “Resolution Accepting Donation for the Fire Department from the Eveleth Masonic 

Lodge #239” and to send a letter of thanks to the Eveleth Masonic Lodge.  Ayes – All. 
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The Eveleth Masonic Lodge donated a fire suppression tool which is estimated to cost 

$1,099.00. 

 

7. Discuss 1404 Progress Parkway Building 

 

Mayor Vlaisavljevich commented on the “most confusing VEEDA Meeting” he has 

attended.  Vlaisavljevich said the VEEDA attorney is going to put more structure into the 

bidding process (which will comply with Minnesota State Statute).  VEEDA 

(Virginia/Eveleth Economic Development) owns the property where the 1404 Progress 

Parkway Building is located, but the City of Eveleth determines the zoning.  

Vlaisavljevich would like to see the building remain a tax paying property.  He said the 

new property owner will need a variance and conditional use permit (which must be 

approved by the Eveleth City Council). Vlaisavljevich said there seems to be much more 

involved and his biggest question is, “What’s in it for the City of Eveleth?” 

 

Mayor Vlaisavljevich said he has a sour taste after the clash regarding ice time at the 

Hippodrome for High School Hockey.  Vlaisavljevich said that, at the time of the school 

merger, the plan was to divide playing time evenly between the Cities of Eveleth and 

Virginia.   

 

Councilor Perpich suggested that there is no reason for the school to bid on the property 

if they will not get a variance from the City of Eveleth for the building.  Perpich said the 

City of Eveleth needs tax paying businesses in town to help alleviate the taxes for 

homeowners. 

 

Councilor Lillis discussed his views on the comments made by the school board members 

(at their meeting) regarding the Eveleth City Council.  Lillis said the Eveleth City 

Council merely sent a letter to the VEEDA board regarding the property at 1404 Progress 

Parkway.  In that letter, the Eveleth City Council stated that it would like the property to 

be used for what it was originally intended which is economic development.  Lillis said 

that now there is a threat from one of the school board members of eminent domain 

which is interesting that a government entity would go against another government entity.  

He stated that the public needs to be aware that the Eveleth City Council is looking out 

for the best interest of Eveleth’s residents.  He indicated that the Council does not hold 

any ill contempt for the school trying to better their campus, but the Eveleth City Council 

needs to look out for the best interest of the entire Eveleth community. 

 

Councilor Perpich said the school district is interested in the building primarily for the 

parking lot.  He said the new school is beautiful, but commented on lack of planning as 

there is not sufficient parking.   

 

Mayor Vlaisavljevich said the parking lot at 1404 Progress Parkway does not seem to be 

utilized during the school day, but is full during football games.  He wondered if the City 

of Eveleth is not privy to the district’s true intent for the building.   
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8.  Discuss former Junior High School property 

 

City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek referred to the purchase agreement the City 

signed with Rock Ridge School District on March 28, 2022 to purchase the former Junior 

High School property.  The closing date in the agreement was listed as “to be 

determined”.  City Attorney Joel Lewicki said the quiet title closing was finalized the end 

of July 2023.  Mayor Vlaisavljevich said the City has not received any answers from the 

School about closing on the property. 

 

Mayor Vlaisavljevich said this property would be a fine case for eminent domain as the 

City needs the property for housing.  Vlaisavljevich said the idea came from reading 

about the school board threatening eminent domain on the 1404 Progress Parkway 

property.  Vlaisavljevich feels the process for finalizing the former Junior High Property 

is purposely being stalled. 

 

J. COUNCIL PRESENTATIONS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 Council Rauzi reported on the recent HRA meeting in which officers were chosen.  Rauzi 

said that construction has been finished with everything going according to plan.  Mayor 

Vlaisavljevich commented that the building looks good has turned into an asset for the City 

of Eveleth.   

 

 Councilor Perpich asked about the City’s plan for the outside skating rinks.  Assistant Public 

Works Director Karpen said the City will be maintaining the rinks and currently has two rink 

attendants available for the season. 

 

K. ADMINISTRATIVE PRESENTATIONS 

 

 Police Chief - Chief Linde reminded residents that calendar parking became effective 

October 1st.  The Police Department will be issuing warnings for the first two weeks.  Linde 

encouraged anyone with questions on parking to contact the Police Department. 

 

Public Works Director - Assistant Public Works Director Karpen reminded residents that 

alley pickup for Fall Cleanup beginning on Monday. 

 

City Engineer - Mayor Vlaisavljevich asked about the slip ramp on Hat Trick Avenue.  Alan 

Johnson, Benchmark Engineering, said they are still waiting on the final report, but the 

borings gave some vague results indicating rock was encountered.  It is unknown at this time 

whether or not the rock will add costs to the slip ramp. 

 

Clerk-Administrator - City Clerk Administrator Monahan-Junek gave an update on the 

Pocket Park construction in downtown Eveleth.  The sidewalk area is done with steps in 

place and an accessible ramp.  Electrical work is scheduled for the end of this month. 
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Monahan-Junek reported that the City applied to the State for Bonding money for Progress 

Parkway utilities.  Public Works Director Rosati and Engineer Alan Johnson presented 

before the House and Senate bonding tour to requesting funds for the Progress Parkway 

utilities.   

 

L. ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m. 

 

 


